
WATERING
Our team will complete the first watering upon project 
completion. It is important to water all new plant material on a 
daily basis for 2 to 3 weeks following install, and every other 
day after that.

For trees, it is best to turn the tap 1/4 way on, and let the water 
run in each tree for approximately 20 minutes.  With watering, 
the ground around the trees may settle a little bit, and cause 
the trees to shift or move. If they do, please let us know and 
we will come and straighten them.  

Where: Water new plant material directly under the canopy, 
into the root ball, and the edges of the hole to encourage root 
development and growth.

Quantity: Water to maintain moisture in the soil, but avoid 
over saturation. Allowing the soil to dry a little will encourage 
roots to seek moisture outward and encourage root system 
development. It is important for the soil to drain and dry a little 
between watering cycles. A moisture sensor is a simple tool 
that assists in determining soil moisture levels.

How: Water by hand deeply (in addition to sprinkler systems) 
to allow soil to moisten to a depth of 15 centimeters below the 
plant material root ball (deeper for larger trees). Water slowly 
to reduce runoff and erosion. It is important to allow water to 
penetrate the surface infiltrate to the ground.

When: Water at least once a day for the first 2 to 3 weeks 
following planting. Water every second day following this. It 
is important to maintain moisture for the first two season of 
the plant, until it acquires establishment. It is also important 
to water throughout the growing season during hot and dry 
periods. 

Season: Calgary’s watering season usually occurs from 
April to September, but may vary depending on weather. It is 
important to water towards the end of October, before the frost 
season where plants fall into dormancy. It is also important to 
pay attention to extended Chinooks and water at this time if 
required.

Vegetation: Grass usually requires 15 min of irrigation, where 
plant material may be extended from 20-40 min depending on 
the exposure, slope etc.

A moisture sensor (available at most garden centres) will help 
determine the water requirements for your garden. 

Irrigation System: Irrigation systems require to be winterized 
every year prior to frost (usually October) and serviced 
prior to spring (usually April / May).The City of Calgary may 
require homeowners to have the back-flow prevention system 
tested annually. Please contact us for irrigation maintenance 
services. 
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SOD CARE
New sod requires water every day for 2 weeks. Following that 
every second day, however this is always weather dependent. 
On the lawn mower’s high level setting, sod may be mowed 3 
weeks after install. Regular mowing may continue after that. 
It is important not to step on new sod for at least 2 weeks 
following install to prevent unevenness and/or divots.

Please contact us for lawn maintenance services.

MULCH
Wood mulch should be topped up every 2 to 3 years for a 
fresh look. Mulch is organic and will decompose over time. 
Mulch can be raked over for a fresh look, create volume and 
therefore reduce the top up periods.

PLANT CARE
Plant material may experience ‘plant sock’ as they are now in 
a new environment and microclimatic condition. It is normal 
to see plants ‘decrease’ their appearance through this new 
phase until they establish and develop a root system in their 
new setting.

Pruning and trimming of plant material should be done 
regularly and consistently for optimum plant growth and 
development. Perennials require an annual cut back to root 
level. De-heading of flowers will encourage more blooms 
throughout the season. Shrubs and junipers may be pruned 
every two years. Trees and larger vegetation may be pruned 
every three years.

It is important to prune any damaged or broken branches to 
prevent further damage and/or disease.

Please contact us for pruning and fall/spring clean up 
services.

FERTILIZING
Planta will complete the initial fertilizer application with a 
root starter fertilizer on all plants and sod. After the initial 
application, plant material including grass, should be fertilized 
regularly with moderation.

Please contact us should you have further questions or 
require additional assistance.


